
10

18

A pass in the subjects of PLNM or 
PL2 and Mathematics / Final mark 
or score: 3- in a maximum of two 
subjects on a grading scale of 1-5.  
Lower secondary education 
examinations. 

12

15

3

6
Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Specialised art courses – Year 5

Specialised art courses – Year 6

Specialised art courses – Year 7

Specialised art courses – Year 8

Specialised art courses – Year 9

Mainstream – Year 5

Mainstream – Year 6

Mainstream – Year 7

Mainstream – Year 8

Mainstream – Year 9

Scientific- 
humanistic courses

Upper secondary education

Specialised art 
courses

Vocational education  and 
training  courses

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Lower secondary education diploma (completion of Year 9)

Upper secondary school diploma/
certificate (completion of Year 12) Upper secondary 

education dip loma 
(completion of 

Vocational education 
and training - VET 

courses)

Lower secondary education final tests

National Final Examinations -
Secondary Schools

National Final Examinations - 
Secondary Schools

Pass

Pass

Pass

Approved

Pass

Approved

Pass

Pass

Approved

A pass mark in Portuguese or 
Portuguese as a Second Language 
for students whose mother 
tongue is not Portuguese 
(Português Língua Não Materna - 
PLNM) or Portuguese as a Second 
Language for deaf students (PL2) 
and Mathematics / A pass mark 
mark in Portuguese or 
Mathematics and, cumulatively, a 
pass mark in two of the remaining 
subjects. Descriptive mark of Very 
Good, Good, Fair or Poor (in the 
1st and 2nd terms of Year 1).

A pass in the subjects of PLNM or 
PL2 and Mathematics / Final mark 
or score: 3- in a maximum of two 
subjects on a grading scale of 1-5. 

Attendance at preschool 
education is optional, recognising 
the family's primary role in the 
education of children. It becomes, 
however, universal for children 
who have reached the age of 4 
years.

A pass in all subjects (subject final 
mark or score: 10+ on a grading 
scale of 0-20). A pass in three 
national final examinations, 
namely: Portuguese (compulsory) 
+ two subjects from the specific 
training component (in the two 
biennial subjects from the specific 
training component or in one of 
the biennial subjects and one 
triennial subject or in one of the 
biennial or triennial subjects and 
Philosophy).

Pass

Pass

Approved

A pass in all the training 
components, subjects, and Short-
term Training Units (Unidades 
Formativas de Curta Duração 
(UFCD)/ Modules, as well as in the 
Professional Aptitude Test - PAP 
(final mark or score: 10+ on a 
grading scale of 0-20).
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Expected age 
of schooling

Legal Framework: 
Primary  and secondary education curriculum and the guiding principles of assessment: Decree-Law no. 55/2018 (as it 
stands);
Legal  regime of inclusive education: Decree-Law no. 54/2018 (as it stands);
Primary  and lower secondary and specialised art courses - Ministerial  Implementing Order no. 223-A/2018 (as it stands);
Upper Secondary Education  - Ministerial  Implementing Order no. 226-A/2018 (as it stands);
Special ised art courses of secondary education - Ministerial  Implementing Order no. 229-A/2018 (as it stands);
Special ised art courses in Communication Design, Product  Design, Arti sti c Production and Audiovisual Communication - 
Ministerial  Implementing Order no. 232-A/2018;
Vocational Education and Training Courses - Ministerial  Implementing Order no. 235-A/2018.

3-5
years old

                

                

            

3-5
years old

                

                

            

Compulsory 
Schooling

Compulsory
Schooling
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